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E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, EAIR, SY 

SUBJECT: SYRIAN REACTION TO KLM HIJACKING 

1 . DUTCH AMBASSADOR TOLD CHARGE SEPT 8 THAT AT ONE 
POINT DURING RECENT KLM HIJACKING WHEN IT APPEARED THAT 
AIRCRAET MIGHT BE HEADED TOWARD DAMASCUS, HE RECEIVED 
INSTRUCTIONS TO REQUEST SYRIAN PERMISSION EOR PLANE TO 
LAND AT DAMASCUS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT. SARG, THROUGH 
DEPUTY EONMIN SHAQRA, EIRMLY REEUSED TO GRANT SUCH PER- 
MISSION. AMBASSADOR SAID HE NEVERTHELESS HAD IMPRESSION 
THAT IE PLANE WERE OUT OF FUEL OR IN SIMILAR EMERGENCY 
CIRCUMSTANCES, SYRIANS WOULD HAVE PERMITTED IT TO LAND. 

2. ON SAME SUBJECT, DEPUTY EONMIN RAET TOLD CHARGE 
SEPT 7 THAT SYRIA WOULD NOT HAVE PERMITTED PLANE TO 
LAND UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES. RAFF SAID THAT ON ONE 
OCCASION IN PAST SYRIA HAD ALLOWED A HIJACKED 
AIRCRAET TO LAND AT DAMASCUS WITH "BAD RESULTS." 

IT WAS NOW EIRM SARG POLICY NOT TO PERMIT HIJACKED 
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AIRCRAET TO LAND IN SYRIA. 
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